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the roof with the life of Julius Caesar; at the end of it
is a cupola, or singing- theatre, supported by "very stately
pillars of black marble. The chapel anciently belonged
to the family of the Founder. The court is very ample.
The gardens without are very large, and the parterres
of excellent embroidery, set with many statues of brass
and marble; the groves, meadows, and walks are a real
Paradise.

16th September, 1644. We returned to Tours, from
whence, after nineteen weeks' sojourn, we traveled to-
ward the more southern part of France, minding now
to shape my course so, as I might winter in Italy. With
my friend, Mr. Thicknesse, and our guide, we went the
first day seven leagues to a castle called Chenonceau,
built by Catherine de Medicis, and now belonging to the
Duke de Vendome, standing on a bridge. In the gallery,
ainong divers other excellent statues, is that of Scipio
Africanus, of oriental alabaster.

2ist September, 1644. We passed by Villefranche, where
we dined, and so by Muneton, lying at Viaron-au-mouton,
which was twenty leagues. The next day by Murg to
Bourges, four leagues, where we spent the day. This is
the capital of Berry, an University much frequented by
the Dutch, situated on the river Eure. It stands high,
is strong, and well placed for defense; is environed with
meadows and vines, and the living here is very cheap.
In the suburbs of St. Prive*, there is a fountain of sharp
water ^which they report wholesome against the stone.
They showed us a vast tree which they say stands in the
center of France. The French tongue is spoken with
great purity in this place. St. Stephen's church is the
cathedral, well built & la Gothique, full of sepulchres with-
out-side, with the representation of the final Judgment
over one of the ports. Here they show the chapel of
Claude de la Chastre, a famous soldier who had served
six kings of France in their wars. St. Chapelle is built
much like that at Paris, full of relics, and containing the
bones of one Briat, a giant of fifteen cubits high. It was
erected by John, Duke of Berry, and there is showed the
coronet of the dukedom. The great tower is a Pharos
for defense 'of the town, very strong, in thickness eigh-
teen feet, fortified with graffs and works; there is a garri-
son in it, and a strange engine for throwing great stones, at each corner.
